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\ I afric have had a long day and bassist Jesh Winstead is
A ¥_A restless, The Texan-cum-Californian i siting in

MuchMusic's green room with Ris friand of 14 years, Metric’s
drummer Joules Scoll-Kay; while singer Emily Haines and guitarist
James Shaw are being inte ad on-air. Winslead doesn’t seem to

mind that he's not chatting with a Mech VJ — he doesn't complain

onca — he's just parched and the only water in the room s sitting
behind 2 window, in a fridge s2cured by 2 closed combination lock,

“Fuck! I'm so thirsty!” says Winst=ad while trying to pull the lock
opan. He fumbles with the closed lock a little more then falls back
on a gregn lzather couch. defeated

1 just want some water,” he says. slightly pouting and looking
around for some help. He spots a phang in the corner of the room.

‘'m gonna throw that phone through the glass,” he jokes. By now
Scott-Key is ughing and notices the water cooler next to Winstead

Put your head undar that,"” ne sz

Winstead decides that Scott-Key's suggestion isn’t 50 bad. He

5l ff the couch and plants his head under the watar
S a5 he pushes the cooler’s button a woman walks into
the room to oat water for herself, Winstead snaps back to the

couch, but not fast enowgh — hig am is l2ft hugging the top of

9" cha

ith a hint o7 Sarcasm.

oubd be gresat,” 35 hie slinks into ihe couch.
tat Winstead's oot his water, Metric's riythm sa
tress frae, on the TV in the room. The band's nav
Monsier Hospital™ — the first single off their recently released
sophomore LP Live If Ot — is playing.

The video is in black and white, save for the red blood dnp
from Shaw's. Scott-Key's and Wi
{'s a grugsoma sight that's curious at first, but when Haines belts

CIon Can

video for

n
d's nack, head and tace

ing

ght the war bul the war won™ —

out the choms | i

the imagery makes sense. Melric have nevar shiad
criticizing society and with bload spurling from the zomibie-like
ans, this particular statement can only be directed at the

gevernment to the south
When Ams
s Soott-Key, 2 born and bred Texan, who now lives in Oakland

a starts effing up, 1

eff up the whaola world”

near Winstead
[Bush] obviously dossn't care about peaple,” he says. “That
whole administration doasn't care other than making mongy, He's

a bad man,” =

e w20t chark
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record label to releass the band from their contract. they picked up Scoli-Key, and later, Winstead.

th their lost racond making the rounds in crbarspace and 3 de ih Last Gang Records, Shaw is
s2ily days In perepective — and he's thanidal for 28 he crap te band went through
was really good for us actisally,” he says. I think it's 2imost an ideal sitwation for @ band just starting
out to sign 1o 2 racord deal in which they're going fo make 3 record with a budget, et rght oot of thedr
contract after and then have it be 2 fre2 download for whaever wants to d I for the rest of time.
It's the perfa 0 Gaing
to raview it because it naver got releasad. No one’s asking peopla to buy it 11's basically just using music
ag free promotion.”

“Whila no one wishes to make music that never gels releasad. it did end ep teaching us & bot.” says
Haines. “What we learned is that we didn't want to spend our fime doing st cordings and demos
and waiting for someone else to realizs our potentisl. Everything was sort of a fantasy. Could we be a
star? We had maetings with paagla about that possibility and we realized that’s just not a pood life”

With a full band in tow, Haines and Shaw droppad the trip-hop in favour of intense, dance-ready new
wave and recorded Oiig' Wonle' Underground i Los Angeles, On Live It Out. the band kept their guitar-
heawy, ass-shaking sound intact, bul turned up the axe. bass and drums even more, creating 2 mode
aggressive fallow-up

When we made 0ld World, we

t trial run. No one's going fo judge you on i because it never got released; no ona’

weren't even really a band yet.” says Shaw, axplaining the reason for

B = &
Aftar bwo yaars

sying on e road we tumed into
years saying, 'I really love your record, bl your iive show is so much better” and | w
to be the same.”

Yeah, thers is a shift in dur sound,” says Scott-Eey. “When we wem lounng O W
stage playing these songs that we'd never played before excepl in the studio. So it's just a direction of v
fegfing a Kittle more frae and trying to have more fun with ourselves and | guess that tumed out to be a
little more agpressive.”

Meiric's ampad up sound isn't the cnly difference between Live /t Outand 0Nd World Uindergroumd, This
time around Shaw took the prodecing reigns. recording the group in his Torgnto home.

“I'va abways been fazcinated with recording and enginearing and | figured it's wiser to buy a studio and
build it than it is o spend money renting somaane else’s.” says Shaw

also like 1he process of having a stedio in your own hause.” he continues, “You can wark when
you want. There's just no busingss about it. There's no secretary, there's no guy coming in making sura
you're dong on

And there's also mose room fo parly

“Oh my God. In th uple of months there were s0 many after-parties at my house f was msane
Shaw says with a grin. *| remember one night we ware kaving a whole dance party in the studio room
Al tha mics were sef up around the drum kit and & was just ke, ‘0K everybody. Just don't bemp info &
microphone.’ Everybody was dancing around. It was ong of the those stupsd momings where there wers
peagle passed out, lying oa couches.”

It's obvigus the band had fun with Shaw at the helm, but to Winsiead, recording wilh his purtarist gave
him hig first positive studio experiance with Matric

was pncomfortable making the first album becausa of the producer. | had a hard time refating to him
y fzel like ha stifled my music abdlity, | don't feel like |'ve played anythi the first desc
at all, | appraciated the music but | hated the experiance of making the album. The vibe was
definitaly different now, This album | love.”

Metric have more o talk about than just we irs ar
al and {he political. York, their love of Death From Abave 15790, but it's har
roup'’s on-air Much Imtarvisw, another VJ w
gment for Much News. Altar 2sking the usual guestions — ahout

gy L

ime. 115 just pure creatily

d their music industry headachas (fang i New
st the Band - especially Haines — off

hisks the foursome away

message s because she can't separle the parson
"I'm jest seaing it amd feeling it in myself,” she says. "Whan you American foreign policy, Afts
say there's politics in the music tfo he pers o0& hot sioyealk 10 condwct a laped -
and political ane the same thing. My personal life 't ik the new album and their lva show — the VJ asks Haines about sex
tted padded room whara | just eat what | want and dress and Can't we talk about war?” she asks, slightly whining
aboul sex or romance. There's thas idea that that's parsonal Aftar being fold “no” she com p with a better idea
ife. that’s what a lod of reconds are about — you sad thas ; “Well, 'm going to make this totally palitical " €
that — and | just can’t find the meat in that. To me

5 infusad with the awareness of the planet.” IN ﬁHEH'Eﬂ 'ﬂI'E THUST
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Metric aren’t the only group of American citizens lo fool us into thinking they’ne

Warld events aren’ the only politics Metric hava dealt with over Canadian, Here are some other musicians who got their diapers changed staleside.

their career, they know firsi-hand how difficalt the music indusiry
maching can be.
n 2002, a year belore Canada was imtroduced to Matric

WiIN AND WILL BUTLER |Arcada Fire) — Two of Ganada's rock ‘n' roll heroses actually
come from Texas

TOROUIL CAMPBELL (3fars) — Canada’s best romantic pop rocksr doesn't even |
néw g saund on OV Warld Undergrownd, Wh 1ship. He was borm in England and grew up in the States.

Now? Haings and Shaw put together a trip-hop-hesny debut disc MEKD CASE (The Naw Pormographers) — Alinough this sultry songstress went to school in Vancouver,
in London, England (7 virtually no guitar on the whale she was bor in Virginia and currenthy lives in Chicage

record,” says Shaw). The album, Grow Lip And Digw Away, was RONMIE HAWKINS — This Can-rock legend is not anly from Arkansas. but he sarved in tha LLS. Army
supposed to be released on Restess Records, but because of and owmad 2 poputar club in his home stats

Uring IESUes e albem never saw record store shalves LEVOM HELM [The Band) — ad drume in one of Canada’s best “60s acts, e was banging
Whila the bwosome waited for ether the disc to hit stores or the tha skins with Hawkins in Ark
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