music than ever before. But there’s no
consensus among industry executives on
how to cash in on this brave new world.
For more than two years, the Record-
ing Industry Association of America has
brought suits against illegal file sharers,
reasoning that downloading music for free
is stealing. Legal digital sales are booming—
the digital music industry had revenues
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countries have launched lit-
igation,” says Brooks. “In all
cases, legal purchases in-
creased once litigation
started. If, following litigation, legal sales
increased, that’s the answer.”

Increasing sales is important for an
industry that’s lost a lot of money in
recent years. But, Nettwerk’s McBride

over two. Expect
phones with more
capacity to follow.

points out that, with more
than 1.5 billion cellphone
subscribers worldwide, “the
sheer size of the mobile market pres-
ents the music industry with enormous
opportunities” That, says Nettwerk’s
McBride, is music to his ears.
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