ele Okereke, Bloc Party’s singer
and guitarist, is sitting alone in a
New York hotel room when he
should be in Toronto opening for
Panic! at the Disco. His band's

tour, however, was cut short by

an unfortunate drumming mishap. "Matt
[Tong] was drumming so hard he gave him-
an aneurysm and he's being put back
ther as we speak,” says Okereke over

yusted a lung during a show in
is a very energetic performer
ter of him."
eke is concerned for his
ate, who's recuperating in an Atlanta
al, he's definitely relishing the time off.
‘I'm trying to take stock of the time we have
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now because at the start of next year it'll be
full on tour.”

If life for Bloc Party (whose line-up also
includes bassist Gordon Moakes and gui-
tarist Russell Lissack) is anything like the last
couple years, saying their next tour will be
“full on” is an understatement. The band will
be backing a brand new disc, A Weekend in
the City, but this time around, Bloc Party's
tour might not consist of feverish dance
moves. A Weekend in the City takes a heavy,
no holds barred look at life and why it sucks.

It's a quesiion that Okereke's been
mulling over ever since he started touring
non-stop. After returning from the road to his
home in East London, he began to notice
how depressed his friends were, and how
they would get smashed on the weekends to

dull their unrewarding lives. "Kids | went to
university with are now being ushered into
the real world," he says with a noticeable
stutter. “No one | know is doing anything they
think is fulfilling, but rather than do anything
about it they spend all their energies into get-
ting super messed up on the weekends."
Seeing his anti-depressant ingesting
friends indulge in various other drugs upset
Okereke so much that he wrote the songs on
A Weekend in the City to help him come to
terms with what was happening to his social
circle. While he didn't find any real answers,
he did come up w s sobering thought:
"With so mu
wealth or material
going to lead
of alienation

5, | think this is only
olation and a sense
ending. There will







