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longer in stormy Vancouver, but rather San Francisco. “There’s actually tracks of me doing all the singing, they just get replaced.”

“Yeah, I'm kind of living there,” he says. “But | go back and forth.” If Newman’s writing all the vocal parts, how does he decide what to fork
In many cases having your frontman live in another country is detrimental 1o a over to Case?
band’s success, but for the New Pornographers, this is familiar territory. “Ina way it's kind of arbitrary, it's

Vocalist Neko Case lives in Chicago and has a budding solo career to look after just kind of conceptual, you go, ‘It
would be cool if she did this one.’
In the past she'd been given the
pop hits and this time | wanted to
give her the slower songs. | thought
it would be good to screw around
with them and give her ballads, because it's not what people would expect.”

We're not talking high school slow dance balladry though. Fortunately, a
Newman penned “ballad” doesn't refer to a slow, gut-wrenching love song
— he’s just toned down some of the band’s usual frenzied power pop
pace. The rest of the disc is still drenched with harmonies, distortion and
catchy hooks, but that doesn't assuage Newman's fears that fans will be
disappointed with Twin Cinema.

“| feel pretty good about this record, so | think | must be progressing in
some way, but I'm worried we've alienated our fan base with this disc and
it's not much of a departure,” he says,

If fans are turned off by Twin Cinema, then there are still other ways they
can get their New Pornographers fix. Carl, or AC as he's now known, is one
of the most prolific songwriters around. In just a little aver two years he's
released two New Pornographers albums, a solo disc under the AC
Newman moniker and is currently working on music for an upcoming
docu-drama based on Douglas Copeland's Souvenir Of Canada. However,
Newman doesn't think this musical bender is anything special,

“The Byrds did five albums in two years!” he exclaims. “If people put out

[L-R] Carl Newman, Blaine Thurier, Kurt Dahle, Neko Case,
John Collins, Todd Fancey (missing: Dan Bejar)
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New Pornographers Outside Project Checklist an album a year, you're considered insanely prolific. It's not that difficult
"-' and you don't have to fill half the album with blues covers. It's not rocket
Here's a quick list of the members” other projects: : science. | don't know how to work the recording machinery. | think that's a

lot more difficult than writing a song."

Because of Newman'’s tendency towards power pop, the lines between
solo artist and band leader are becoming increasingly obscured. Newman
even sees his two identities becoming one.

“These days | don’t think there’s much of a difference. I've been thinking
about what am | going to do next? A solo record or a Pornagraphers
record? I've been thinking it doesn’t really matter. Whichever comes first,
they'll sound exactly the same. | could make an AC Newman record and
scratch off AC Newman and put on New Pornographers and people wouldn't
even notice. My lines are kind of blurring.” €

= Carl Newman was singer/guitarist for Sub
Pop signees Zumpano, also performs solo
as AC Newman.

* Dan Bejar is the brains behind Merge
Records’ Destroyer.

* Kurt Dahle and Todd Fancy were both in
popular Can-rock group Limblifter.

= John Collins plays in The Evaporators with Nardwuar.
* Neko Case and Nora O'Connor have successful solo careers.

= Newest addition to the NP clan, Kathryn Calder (who is also Newman's
long-lost niece), plays in Vancouver's Immaculate Machine.

THE EVAPORATOAS
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