The Seattle foursome are more than just a
rock band, they play one on TV too
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urng my journalism caresr, |'ve never

told an interviewee what | would write
about them. When | spoke to Death Cab For
Cutie, thoegh, | coukdn't resist

“I'm going 1o start my arficle talking about
The @.G..° | said, half expecting Ben Gibbard 10
ream me out for not focusing on thel new
album, Plans. Surprisingly, Death Cab's singer
and songwriter didn't seem to mind,

“The (.C. |5 an easy thing to go to when it
comes to our band.” he says warmly. “Thats
tecome part of our stony whather or not we
like it. It's a way to start @ conversation about
our band.”

He's right. It's the perfect place to start an aricle about Death Cab For Cutiz. Sure, they
recently released their first major labed album, bt who wanls to read aboul that when they can
read about Setn Cohen's fvournite Seatthe band

"You know, we had nothing to do with that,” says Gibhard, “Doviousdy, it worksd out fo BvEryDNES
benefit, 50 I'm not complaining. But, 25 to how this startad? Your guess is as good as ming.”

Gibbard’s not campletaly fiabbergasted by the attantion ha's getting from the hil teen drama.
He's come up with a thaory why Death Cab and kands Bke The Arcads Fre are getting their doa.

“I'm 28.:and | feal there are paopla who grew Up in the same generation as | did, who went to
collzga at the same time, and were involved in music. Now, people from olr generation are
starting 1o come to power in certain avenues of entertainment,” he says. “Who hasn't always
said, ‘Man if | directed a mowvie | would totally put Slint into i7" Well, thera are people who can
actually do thal right now.”

Chris Walla, Death Cab's guitarist and Plans’ producer, has another hypothesis,

“Tha playing field has besn totally leveled by the internet,”™ he says. “People used to talk zhout
the-golden age of TV. Well, | really feal this is the golden dge of the mtemet i's lawiess, The
anarchy is really powerful and really empowsring.”

Whilz the intemat and The 0.C. have definitaly contributed to Death Cab's success, [t would be
doing disszrvics to Gibbard's place in pop culture if there was no mention of Garden Sraka

WHO HASN'T
ALWAYS SAID, *MAN
IF | DIRECTED A
MOVIE | WOoULD
TOTALLY PUT SLINT
INTO IT??! WELL,
THERE ARE PEOPLE
WHO CAN ACTUALLY
DO THAT RIGHT Now”
—BEN GIBBARD

[L-A] Chris Walla, B=n Gibband, Nick Harmer, Jasan MaGarr
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by Bryan Borzykowski

Gibbards song (via The Postal Service) “Such Great
Hefghts” was coverad by Iron & Wine on the movigs
Ubiguitous soundirack and helpad The Postal Sarvice sell
over 500,000 copies of their last record

With his hands securaly in pop culture's pocket,
Gitsbard's having trouble figuring out which show or album
fas pushad hem into echnicolour coal.

“It's really impossible to qualify where everything comes
from." he says. “Wi've been a band for a lang fime and
evary record has Desn better than the one before it. The
(.. came along, but so did Gardan State, It's dzngerous
whan people start talking about these things as if they are
the sole reason that certain bands, ke oursaives, have
gotten to where we are,”

He's right again, Death Cab aren't popular because of
television, but thay're also selling hundreds of thousands
of reconds because they creale music that's accessible to
both indie rockers and mainstream fisteners, Their
haunting melodies, gloomy lyrics about death and aging,
and Gibbard's soothing voice are part of the reason why
Atizntic snagpsd them from Iongtime home Barsuk
Hecords. Luckily, Walia and Gibbard are happy at their
New residence

“The experience has heen prethy great, speclacular
actualiy,” says Walla. “The big diffarence is that Barsuk
weren 1 alee to drum up support |t was getting karder and
hardar to get peaple to the music.”

“The reason we signed 1o Atlantic is that they would just
leave us afone and |t us make the record we want to
make," adds Gibbard. “We had no interference &t any paint
making this record.”

Music and Seth Cohen aside, Death Cab’s enduring
fuality is their independence. While some might argus
Death Cab have sold out, Gibbard says it was their choice
to sign 1xa majar, and make no apologies about using
Tte 0.C. and Garden Stafe to market themsalves

"MITV and most big radio stations don't play rock music
anymore, It's aithar really aggressive, awful music or hip-hop
and R&B. Wa have to take different avenues 1o promote
aursafves if we're nol given the apportunity to do it
ihroeugh the traditionzl channals."€

Orange Canada

Death Cab For Gutis might be the
miost name-dropped band on The
0.C. bt they aren the only hipstar-
frigndly reckers to benefit from an
appearanca-an the Fox show, Herp
are 3 few Canadian artists who can
thank Seth Gohen for thegr new
haram of screaming feans.

AL HEWSARS

Rulus Waimwright “California” — ep=ode 2. seazon 1

AC Newman “0n The Table” — episeda 3, zeason 2

Feist “Lat It Ma" — apisacle 5, saason 2

Ron Sexsmith “Maybe This Christmas” — apisode 6, ssason 2
Sam Robarts “No Seep” — epsode 13, sesson 2
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