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here ar mamy ways to ciassify success, For some. having enough fans to fill up a club will do it, whils
pthers will anly be satisfied with a gold record. For Bedouin Soundclash, thoagh, it's apples.

“You know you've made it when you get apples.” says frontman Jay Malinowskl, eyeing 2 star-shaped
tray full of half-red, haif-green Macinteshes.

Abaut four minutes bafore the apples arrived, Malinowski was sitting backstage next to bassist Eon
Sincdair in Toronto's cavernous Kool Haus, Darryl Jenifer, the producer of the band's Sounding A Mosaic
album and a member of famed hardcors punkireggae group Bad Brains, just entared tha room. Following
him was the guy responsible for Badowin Soundclash's rider.

“\Whiat the fuck are you doing, man?” asked Malinowski as the guy carefulty placad the apples, and a fist
full of red grapss, on o the tray.

“IV= in your ridar, asshole,” he replied, adding, “lucking band."

= ook a1 this!™ exclaims Jenifer. “Apples in the interview! Fucking apples!®

0n this night — their first big headlining show in Toronto — the amount of food they have backslage is
as pood an Indication of their success as any. Besides the fruil, there are piles of chips and cases and
cases of Heinaken hear. Later on in the night their sugcess would be meas wred anothar way — with a gold
record for salling over 50,000 coples of Sounding A Mosalc in Canada

Hitting geld status in Ganada is no pasy task. Ondy 2 handful of Canadan bands sell 50,000 copies of an
album — and it's even harder for a ska'reggae outfit whose own label wrote off any chance of radio play
to pat thera

“Everyone was telling Us we'd naver pet played on the radio,” 5ays Malmowski. “And for 2bout two years
they were right”

DFf course, things changed. Afier licensing their Bob Mariey-meets-The Police first single “When The
Might Fesls My Sang™ to Zellers, radio came calling and now the track is evarywhare. In November tha sang
reached #1 on the MuchMusic countdown and was a fop 10 hit on radio statiens across the country.

Backstaga at their sold-out show, Malinowskl and Sinclalr laugh at both the critics and the supporars
whe said they'd never find wider poputarity in Canada. But they're not frustrated or upset. In fact, they're
grateful for 1oiling in relative obscurity on Canada’s back roads.

“We had o biaze cur own path,” says Malinowski, “Our trip to petting to where we wanfad to be wasn't
going to be by having our song played on the radio; We had to tour and get people into what we were
doing. We were never rustrated. |t was just a fot of hard work."

S0 MUCH T0 SAY

For almost five years, Bedouin Soundelash's audiznce consisted of inebriated callege kids looking 1o party.
They got their start after meeting at Queen’s University in Kingston, Ontario and played opan mic mights
to frat boys and frisnds until they built Up encugh confidence and cash to tour. Malinowskl, Sinclair and
drummer Pat Pengelly routinely played to crowds of 60 or less, but they kept up the grind, Eventually it
would pay off, they thought, since they knew they were creating something special

“We ahways lelt that there were engugh people out there who liked the same music that we did and
we could probably make somewhat of 3 run of it" says Malinowsk. “Wa knew we were doing something
ditferent and that we had somsthing 1o say.”

Having a message is important to Malinowski, who writes all of Bedowin's lynics, If the songs were
meaningless, he say=, his vocation would be pointlass.,

“The most Important part about being in 2 band is saying something that no one else has said et or that
no one elsa will say because you're the only people wha can do " he says

This attitude led Badouin Soundclazh to explore areas often ignored by othar politically-charged groups.
instaad of taking on George Bush and the LS., the group are looking toward places like Africa and
Guyana for inspiration. One partloular song, “Gysai Went Home,” is about Sinclair's racant visit to his
parants’ birthplace in Guyana

“Its &till a rzally Impoverished community,” 5ays Sinclair whoss middle nams was used in the song's title.
sMaoct of the Caribbean natlons have developed becausa of tounsm, but Guyana doesn't really have that
The thing 1 love about the country |5 that tha spint of tha people is 30 strong. Senior citizens are treated with
respect, which doesn't really happan hiere. Raving stan=d playing in this band, | startzd Lo pay more attention
to things going on around me. | came back and | was inspired and said, ‘Hey, can wa work with this?™ =
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